with Girka, and. one from the crossing with Lutescens. These
four families were given the following numbers respectively:
iijj, 1160, 1163 and n6j.
But only a handful of seeds were obtained from these
families; and only a year remained to the date which Lysenko
had solemnly appointed.
On July 19, 1934, the grains from the four families were
planted in 40 boxes, 48 grains to the box. Flies, Swedish
and Hessian., were swarming around the place. Nobody knew
how high they flew, or how to guard against these winged
crop destroyers. The entomologists were asked whether it
was possible to keep the flies off by means of a fence, but they
shook their heads and said:
"You see, nobody has ever planted anything at this
time of the year and no precise data has been collected for July."
The little hut in which the seeds were vegetating was
closely covered with gauze.
A few, sparse shoots appeared sporadically. On August i
there were still large, black, bald patches in the boxes. Lysenko
was away from Odessa at the time. He returned on the ind.
"Reduce the temperature at all costs!" he commanded.
"Even if you put them into the refrigerator at the port!"
But there was no need to do the latter. On three eve-
nings running, the assistants put ice into the gauze-covered
hut. The ice kept all night, but towards morning it melted.
On August 6, the earth in the boxes was covered with
a green bristle of shoots.
o
The harvest was gathered in the autumn, in the hot-
houses.
In October, the seeds were planted in 223 boxes, 84
seeds to the box.
The people at the Institute are not likely to forget that
winter soon!
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